£ ON THE WICHITAS %

Conservation Pioneer
Has Colorful History

As you enjoy the
pieasures of the Wichita
Mountains Wildlife Refuge,
do naot miss the opportunity to
imagine some of the colorful
history of the area. Kiowas
and Comaches clashed on
these plains for many years.

‘Spanish and French ex-
plorers left legends as they
passed through, Outlaws
flourished in the mountains, a
safe rocky hideout. Prospec-
tors foverishly launched a
Wichita gold rush. And con-
servationists, realizing the

value of our wildlife, strug-
gied to make the area a home
for buiffalo, elk, white-tai
deer, and longhormn cattle,
The area is rich in historical
mitestanes,

‘Treaty of Medicine Lodge Signed:

The 1B67 Treaty of
Medicine Lodge officially
gave the Wichita Mountaing
and much of the surrounding
territory to the Kiowa,
Comanche, and Apache
tribes. However, in 1892,
these Indians “agreed” o

ceds the lands and acceptan
allotment pattern of iand dig-
tribution to be enforced by
the U.S. Government. Then
potential settlers began
clamoring for the land to be
opened to settlement.
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SILVER!

in 1881, the cry of
“silver" rang through the
Wichita Mountains, and
prospectors swarmed 1o the
area. In 1832, another dis-
covery of silver produced yet
another boorn. The turn of the
century began the excitement
of the Oklahoma gold rush.
Miners came from all parts of
the Utnited States to stake
their claims. Some men
found small pockets of gold;
others were disappointed. To
keep money flowing in, local
mining towns would “salt” the .
mines. When miners started
to leave the area, focal
townspeople would toss a
few gold nuggets about. Gold
fever would run high again,
As the oil industry began to
expand in the first decade of
this century, however,
speculaters turned from
minerals to oil.



Fealizing thal with the
populalion growih of fhis
ared, all of Oklahoma's
wikdlards wauld disappear —
jumt &8 much af e widiie
alrgady had — the Oklahoma
City Chamber ol Commance
creabed & special commimes
o axplare the possibdity of

his work, on July 4, 1801,
Prasident McKinkey daclansd
57,120 acres ol ihe Wichitas
a fomst preserve Al the same
fimss jhe real ol The land was
opan for safilement

Buﬂ_ale Arrive

States. On Octobar 18, 1807,
15 budlale arived here Som
Hew York, The animals
prospared, and the herd in-
croased. Today, he hard @
masrtianmd at apEEoamaiely
825 haad.




1907
Wildlife
Preserved

Frank Rush wag
pameEgapar i e Wichilas
from 1907 10 1923, and ha
dasands most of tha credil
lor e aaly Jesalapmen ol
thi gama presseava. Linder hie
managamant. #ie whiie-iailed
dear and dlhee nafive wildila
basgan o ounsh once again
Ther lasi nadve @l had besn
wilpd In 1881, buf HAush
si) pervipad he niraduction of

a ngw spacies of alk thai
ranched & populalion of 300
by 1525 and mnow numbars
aboue SO0, Trhe IBst nalee
furkay was o by 1510, bug
Mrs, Rush nurged wikd

lollawar in e (oolseps ol
Frank Fush — Fanest Harger
Earl Drummond — was a kay
fgure in the Sght 1o save tha
Texas anghom from exting-
tioh and on August 1827 ka
saw bis dream fulliled. Thirty
langharng arfived &l tha
et & herd $hal Fas now
frrovam 0 300 animals.

surkeys rom Taxas ard ol
parts of Oklahoma and
halpad increasa e llock 1o
&) by 19194, I 1825, 1he
fiocks wara larga andigh 1o
parmit capiure lor lecking
on oltar game pressed. A
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Wichita Mountains

wildlife Refuge, Oklahoma

The History

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge Named

I 1835, sdminisiraiae
changes gave this anea . is
prasanl name — Wichits
Mauriaing Wildlile Reduga, In
the mid- 18306, e Chillan

Congarvation Corps  (COC)H
aglabinhed thred camps In

thie Wichia Matioral Fonest
and Game Presarve. The
COC was bagun in an affort
tp provide work for wn-
Smgioyed young man dunng
ihe depths of ihe Groat
Daspreggaan and af the samo
fime accomplish mugh-
nieded conservalian wark an
publicly owned land. The
CCC buil dams on sireams
o provide year-round wdurl
for big gama animals, con-
struciod recreation facilities
o Increase public enjoymant,

and increased fencing o
improwve managemeant ol big
garma hends.

Because of early alfons,
herds af once erdan(pned
animaks héve ncreased, arnd
a bit of Oklahoma's hartage
has bean presarved. The
Toreaighl of many peopke has
allgwed e Wichils Mown-
laing M Dacome A nabirg
harme haf wildlile and & place
lor us b0 Delés undersiand
and appreciale our nabirs

heritage.

WICHITA MOUNTAINS — A LEADER
IN THE CONSERVATION MOVEMENT



